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TO  THE  READER. 


I 


In  the  month  of  July,  1854,  the  writer  of  the  following  exposition  of  the  order  gene- 
j  called  “Know  Nothing,”  was  expelled  from  the  organization  by  a  Lodge  in  one  of 
South-western  States.  The  reasons  assigned  for  the  expulsion  were  of  the  most 
tal  character,  but  the  means  by  which  those  reasons  were  made  to  appear  true  and  im- 
ant  were  most  infamous,  and  those  engaged  in  the  movement  displayed  an  amount  of 
ignity  and  baseness  rarely  equaled.  Those  individuals  in  securing  their  ends,  ob- 
led  the  “  satisfaction  ”  they  desired,  and  placed  me  under  the  “  ban  ”  of  the  Order ; 
as  it  is  “  a  bad  rule  that  will  not  work  both  ways,”  I  shall  endeavor  to  quit  equal 
-*  h  them,  and  they  will  see,  by  the  annexed  disclosures,  that  others  can  have  “  satis- 
fcion  ”  as  well  as  they. 

Various  exposures  of  this  celebrated  Order  have  been  attempted;  and  though  many 
them  contain  some  truths,  so  far  as  they  go,  they  all  lack  that  completeness  and  con¬ 
ation  which  alone  can  show  the  system  under  which  the  Organization  works,  and 
lich  alone  can  give  a  practical  idea  of  its  character. 

For  the  truth  of  what  is  stated,  the  nature  of  the  statements  themselves  affords  the 
st  evidence ;  an  evidence  much  better  than  external  corroboration,  even  if  such  cor- 
boration  could  be  given ;  but  as  the  writer  cannot  come  forward  himself,  and  as  those 
ho  know  the  truth  dare  not  prove  the  accuracy  of  this  expose,  even  if  they  desired  to 
)  so,  the  judgment  of  the  reader  must  determine  the  matter  for  himself.  For  myself, 
will  state,  that  I  have  visited  Lodges  in  fourteen  States  of  the  Union,  closely  observed 
leir  workings,  and  should,  at  least,  know  something  of  the  Organization. 

In  order  that  no  innocent  person  shall  suffer  by  these  revelations,  I  will  inform  the 
:  Purgators  ”  or  Avengers  of  the  League,  that  by  the  time  these  pages  are  printed  I 
hall  be  beyond  their  reach.  Whether  my  conduct  in  this  respect  is  viewed  as  cow- 
rdice  or  prudence,  is  to  me  of  little  moment. 

The  reader  will  make  all  due  allowance  for  whatever  errors  may  be  found  in  the 
ollowing  pages,  as  this  expose  will  be  got  out  in  the  absence  of  the  writer,  without  even 
he  proof  sheets  being  read  by  him. 
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The  Order  or  League  called  “  Know  Nothing,”  was  organized  in  the  City  ? 
Baltimore,  in  the  course  of  the  winter  of  1851,  by  eleven  persons — seven  of  whc| 
were  residents  of  that  city,  three  of  New  York,  and  one  of  New  Orleans;  how  j?j 
under  what  circumstances  they  came  together,  I  could  never  ascertain  I  was  in  Bali] 
more  at  that  time,  and  was  initiated  into  one  of  the  first  Lodges  instituted  there.  Til 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Organization  are  as  follows :  1st — The  union  of  the  d  j 
scendants  of  those  who  won  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  established  the  natioij 
2nd — The  withholding  of  all  political  privileges  from  foreigners.  3d — The  control! 
ment  of  every  department  of  the  American  Social  system  by  the  American  born.-} 
4th — Determined  opposition  to  the  political  action  of  the  Boman  Catholic  Church.  Tb! 
Constitution  of  the  Organization  expressly  declares,  that  “No  person  shall  be  propose? 
as  a  member  of  this  Order  unless  he  be  a  white  male,  of  good  moral  character,  of  thf 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  a  believer  in  the  Supreme  Being,  and  born  within  the  limits  o 
the  United  States  of  America.  The  parents,  and  at  least  one  of  the  grand-parents  ol 
all  the  candidates  must  have  been  born  in  the  United  States.” 

The  prominent  ideas  which  marked  the  origin  of  the  League  were — that  the  opinion 
that  the  majority  rules  in  our  country  is  erroneous,  but  that  the  actual  ruling  power  isl 
over  the  small,  active  and  united  body,  in  the  midst  of  every  large,  political  or  other] 
organization ;  and,  that  to  secure  the  objects  at  which  the  Order  aimed,  it  was  only  ne¬ 
cessary  to  distribute  its  adherents  among  every  class  of  the  community,  to  watch,  to 
mould  and  direct,  and  to  act  in  concert  for  the  crushing  of  all  adverse  influences. 
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The  Organization  spread  North,  South,  East  and  West,  with  a  rapidity  which  aston- 
d  those  connected  with  it,  and  startled  the  country.  Wherever  a  Lodge  was  estab- 
id,  it  was  the  rule  to  admit  an  equal  number  of  the  members  of  the  political  parties 
!  ;h  divided  that  particular  section  of  the  country,  whatever  those  parties  might  be. 
s  rule  was  and  is  strictly  adhered  to.  Thus  each  Lodge,  while  it  presents  a  perfect 
>n  so  far  as  the  principles  of  the  Order  are  concerned,  is  equally  divided  upon  the 
ous  other  political  questions. 

Believing  the  majority  of  voters  (so  far  as  connection  with  the  Order  is  concerned,) 
■e  an  incumbrance,  and  desiring  only  picked  men,  the  notoriety  which  the  Organi- 
on  eventually  attained  was  the  source  of  much  annoyance,  awakening,  as  it  did  in 
lense  numbers,  the  desire  to  enter  the  pale  of  its  mysteries ;  and  the  greatest  diffi- 
y  which  the  Order  now  encounters,  is  to  keep  the  anxious  multitudes  out. 
i  Scattered  as  the  oath-bound  brethren  are  required  to  be,  in  every  quarter  where 
ir  presence  may  be  deemed  necessary,  the  most  unerring  judgment  and  the  greatest 
jumspection  are  requisite  in  selecting  the  proper  person  for  a  particular  field  of  action. 

■  strongly  antagonistic  bodies,  the  Order  chooses  as^  its  representatives,  members  whose 
‘mil  opinions  are  at  variance  with  the  Order  and  its  principles.  In  their  public  con- 
it,  these  persons  are  foremost  in  opposition  to  the  Organization,  ever  proposing 
temes  to  detect  the  faithless  of  the  parties  to  which  they  are  nominally  attached,  sub¬ 
bing  tests,  oaths,  &c.  In  case  the  test  of  an  oath  is  submitted  to  any  of  them,  the 
ources  of  the  Order  furnishes  a  ready  salvo  for  both  the  conscience  and  the  reason  of 
n  who  is  thus  sworn,  and  the  oath  is  readily  taken. 

I  A  favorite  plan  of  operation,  is  to  accuse  a  person  not  connected  with  the  Order, 
d  opposed  to  it,  of  being  a  “  Know  Nothing ;”  the  proofs  are  always  at  hand,  and  the 
(,:ague  thus  crushes  an  enemy  through  the  instrumentality  of  his  own  friends.  I  know 
instance  in  Tennessee,  where  a  devoted  friend  of  the  naturalized  citizens  was 
"oved  to  be  a  “  Know  Nothing,”  and  was,  in  consequence,  defeated  at  the  polls  by 
ie  votes  of  foreign  born  citizens  mainly. 

Although  much  of  what  is  attributed  to  the  Order  in  popular  estimation  may  be 
ue,  everything  called  “  Know  Nothing  ”  should  be  viewed  with  suspicion,  as  it  is  the 
ast  likely  to  be  so.  For  this  reason,  election  matters,  which  are  said  to  be  “  Know 
othing”  triumphs  or  defeats,  “Know  Nothing”  movements,  &c.,  are  generally  any- 
iing  but  such ;  while  those  matters  to  which  the  name  is  never  applied,  are  often  the 
ork  of  the  Organization. 

The  newspapers  under  the  control  of  the  institution  have  different  courses  assigned 
o  them ;  all,  in  various  ways,  serve  the  one  great  purpose,  but  the  most  efficient  have 
>een  found  to  be  those  which,  while  containing  column  after  column  of  abuse,  denuncia- 
ion  and  “  exposures  ”  of  the  organization,  yet  manage  to  inculcate  certain  opinions,  and 
;onvey  certain  impressions,  which  the  order  desires  to  be  received  by  the  uninitiated. 
The  papers  in  the  interest  of  the  compact  are  of  all  classes  and  kinds — Whig,  Demo¬ 
cratic,  Native,  Abolition,  Pro-Slavery,  Neutral,  Independent,  &c.,  &c.  Those  which. 
\re  named  “  Know  Nothing  ”  are  mere  shams. 

To  confuse  the  plans  of  opponents  and  divert  them  to  false  objects  of  attack,  is  a 
favorite  part  of  the  Order’s  tactics.  In  the  midst  of  the  confusion  thus  created  it  moves 
bn  steadily  to  victory.  The  series  of  uninterrupted  successes  which  have  marked  its 
career,  have  tended  to  establish  the  belief  among  the  members  that  it  is  invincible ;  and 
I  am  free  to  say,  that  no  political  or  other  body  which  now  exists  in  the  country  can 
withstand  it;  making,  as  it  does,  the  most  intellectual  and  honorable  its  instruments, 
while  it  at  the  same  time  it  directs  and  controls  the  rabble. 
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The  “  Know  Nothing”  League  embraces  four  Divisions  or  Degrees.  Its  proper  name 
has  been  kept  as  profoundly  secret  as  anything  pertaining  to  it.  This  has,  however, 
resulted  from  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  actually  what  it  is,  as  the  proper  designation 
is  unknown  even  to  most  of  those  who  have  been  introduced  into  its  mysterious  circle. 
Each  of  its  four  Divisions  has  its  proper  and  distinct  name,  and  the  designation  of  the 
Fourth  Degree,  is  the  true  title  of  the  entire  compact — if  it  is  not  really  nameless. 
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The  name  of  the  First  Degree  is  known  but  to  few  in  that  degree,  and  it  is  different 
jvery  State ;  for  example,  in  Tennessee  it  is  called  the  “  American  Bond ;”  in  Penn- 
zania,  the  title  is  the  “Columbian  League;”  in  New  York,  it  is  the  “Wampum 
t ;”  in  Georgia,  the  “  Native  Circle,”  &c.  The  names  given  to  the  other  degrees 
the  same  in  every  State  in  the  Union,  viz :  Second  Degree,  “  Sons  of  the  Sires  of 
,;”  Third  Degree,  “Supreme  Order  of  '76;”  Fourth  Degree,  “United  American 
ffherhood.”  None  are  allowed  to  enter  the  Fourth  Degree  whose  fidelity  has  been  in 
least  suspected,  and  unless  their  characters  (so  far  as  is  known)  are  unexceptionable, 
I  their  mental  abilities  are  of  a  high  order.  This  Degree  contains  some  of  the  most 
itinguished  statesmen,  scholars,  jurists,  literary  and  professional  men  in  the  country. 

The  Order  adopts  as  few  written  formulae  for  the  Lodges  as  possible ;  they  use  a 
nphlet  containing  their  short  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  their  method  of  procedure 
iinitiating  members,  the  duty  of  officers,  lessons  to  the  initiated  candidates  of  the  1st, 
d  and  3d  degrees,  but  the  meaning  of  these  depends,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  the  pri- 
j:e  instructions.  The  oaths  are  the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 

■  There  is  a  Grand  Lodge  for  each  State.  Lodges  subordinate  may  be  instituted  in 
locality  in  a  State,  by  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge,  preceded  by  a  petition  for 
■Q  same  from  seven  citizens,  who  are  initiated  by  a  travelling  agent.  They  pay  $50, 
iceive  a  charter  and  seal,  and  go  to  work. 

Each  Lodge  has  its  distinct  name  and  number.  They  are  formed  into  sections  of 
n,  under  the  direction  of  a  leader,  who  is  called  Chief  of  the  Ten.  The  Lodges  are 
limbered  according  to  their  section,  and  their  place  in  the  section,  viz : — The  first, 
tcond  and  third  Lodge,  of  the  first  section,  are  respectively  numbered  No.  10 — 1, 
10 — 2,  No.  10 — 3.  The  first  three  of  the  second  section  are  numbered  No.  20 — 1, 


iO. 
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No.  20—3,  &c. 


FIRST  DEGREE. 

if  .  s H 

The  candidate  is  first  proposed,  by  a  member  of  the  Order,  to  the  Council,  without 
Uis  knowledge.  One  negative  vote  black-balls  him.  If  elected,  he  is  secretly  conducted, 
at  an  appointed  time,  to  a  room  in  a  private  and  unknown  house.  In  the  centre  of  the 
room  there  is  a  table,  upon  which  a  bible  and  skull  are  seen;  at  each  corner  of  the  room 
(Stands  a  man  masked,  and  with  a  dagger  in  his  hand.  These  men  are  the  “  Witnesses  ” 
of  the  oaths  taken;  they  are  not  known  to  the  Lodge  of  which  they  are  the  “  Witnesses.” 
In  the  “  Instructions  ”  of  the  higher  officials  they  are  called  “  Purgators.”  The  skull 
,and  the  dagger  are  typical  of  the  fate  of  him  who  shall  prove  treacherous. 

)  Soon  after  the  candidates  enter  the  room,  (several  are  initiated  together)  an  officer 
appears,  who  is  designated  the  “Preparer.”  Each  candidate  then  takes  the  following 
[k  oath : 

“  I, - do  solemnly  swear  upon  this  sacred  volume  and  skull,  before  Almighty 

j  God,  the  searcher  of  all  hearts,  that  I  will  not  divulge  any  question  proposed  to  me  here, 

,  whether  I  become  a  member  of  this  Order  or  not ;  and  that  I  will  never,  under  any  cir¬ 
cumstances  whatever,  mention  the  name  of  any  joerson  I  may  see  present  during  any  of 
the  meetings ,  or  that  I  know  any  such  Order  to  be  in  existence ,  and  that  I  will  a  true 
answer  make  to  every  question  asked  of  me,  so  help  me  God.” 

Which  being  taken  by  the  candidate,  the  officer  proceeds  to  propound  the  following 
interrogations : 

“1.  What  is  your  name?  2.  What  is  your  age?  3.  Where  is  your  residence ? 
4.  Where  were  you  born  ?  5.  Where  were  your  parents  born  ?  6.  Where  were  your 

grand-parents  born  ?  7.  Did  either  of  your  ancestors  take  a  part  in  the  American  Revo- 


EXPOSURE  OF  THE  “KNOW  NOTHINGS” 


lution  ?  8.  Are  you  willing  to  use  all  the  influence  you  possess  in  favor  of  native-b,' 

American  citizens  for  all  offices  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  in  the  gift  of  the  people  j  & 
do  you  promise  to  vote  for  them  to  the  exclusion  of  all  aliens  and  foreigners,  and  Ron* 
Catholics,  for  all  Local,  State  or  Government  offices  ?  9.  Who  invited  you  to  he  pres{| 

on  this  occasion  ?  f 


If  the  candidate’s  answers  are  satisfactory  to  these  questions,  he  is  taken  into  the 
Lodge  on  the  following  night,  and  led  up  to  the  Chief  Counsellor ,  who  administers  the 
following  oath  (using  the  bible  and  skull  as  before.) 

“  I, - ,  voluntarily  and  freely  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear,  before  Almighty 

God  and  before  this  Lodge,  that  I  will  not,  under  any  circumstances  whatever,  divulge 
or  make  known  to  any  person  or  persons,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  or  to  any  human 
being  other  than  those  I  shall  know  to  be  good  and  true  members  of  this  Order,  the 
name,  secrets,  mysteries,  or  objects  of  the  same,  or  cause  to  allow  the  same  to  be  done  by 
others,  if  within  my  power  to  prevent  the  same ;  binding  myself  under  the  no  less  penalty 
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an  that  of  being  excommunicated  from  tbe  Order,  and  having  my  name  made  known 
roughout  the  country  unto  the  different  Lodges  of  the  Order,  as  a  traitor  and  perjurer 
my  God  and  my  country,  and  this  Order,  and  as  being  unworthy  to  be  employed,  en¬ 
listed,  or  supported  in  any  transaction  whatever,  as  a  person  totally  unworthy  of  the 
nfidence  of  all  men,  and  as  one  to  be  given  over  to  the  vengeance  of  the  brothers  from 
bom  I  ask  the  severest  punishment  for  my  faithlessness.  I  furthermore  promise  that 
I  should  hereafter  be  expelled  from,  or  voluntarily  leave  this  Order,  I  will  consider 
is  obligation  as  binding  out  of  it  as  in  it.  All  of  which  foregoing  I  voluntarily  and 
eely  subscribe  to,  before  God  and  this  Lodge.” 

The  candidate  is  then  led  to  an  officer  called  the  Adviser ,  who  addresses  him  after 
ds  manner : 

“My  Brothers : — The  Order  which  has  now  received  you  as  members,  may,  with 
1  propriety,  be  considered  a  Secret  Organization.  It  is  so  secret,  in  fact,  that  if  you 
ere  placed  before  a  legal  tribunal,  and  there  sworn  to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
iid  nothing  but  the  truth,  you  could  not  for  yourselves  reveal  the  name  of  that  band  of 
(•others  among  whom  your  name  now  stands  enrolled ;  and  further  than  this,  when  you 
itire  from  this  meeting,  you  will  return  to  your  family  and  friends  as  ignorant  as  when 
■ou  came,  as  far  as  the  name  of  this  Order  is  concerned. 

1  “In  common  with  ourselves,  you  1  Know  Nothing/  and  let  it  be  your  stern  resolve 
brough  life  to  1  Know  Nothing’  that  will  at  all  conflict  with  the  high  and  exalted  duties 
,  jou  owe  to  your  God,  your  country,  and  yourselves,  so  far  as  regards  the  preservation  of 
jimerican  liberty,  which  can  alone  be  secured  to  ourselves  and  our  children,  by  the  en- 
ire  and  absolute  exclusion  of  all  foreign  influence  in  those  matters  which  appertain  to 
jur  government  policy.” 

[  f  After  the  delivery  of  this  address,  the  candidate  is  referred  to  the  Promulgator ,  who 
'  teaches  him  the  signs  and  grips ,  and  in  what  manner  to  obtain  entrance  into  the  Council, 
lie  is  then  Master  of  the  First  Degree,  and  signs  his  name  to  the  register. 

In  entering  a  Lodge  of  this  Degree,  the  person  must  knock  at  the  outer  door ;  when 
he  hears  a  knock  in  reply,  he  asks  “What  meets  here  ?”  The  answer  is  “  I  don’t  know.” 
He  then  replies  “I  do.”  This  gains  his  entrance  at  the  first  door.  He  then  advances 
to  the  second  door,  and  gives  four  raps;  if  he  is  at  the  right  place,  he  is  answered  by 
,  three  raps;  he  then  gives  the  words  “  One,”  “Two,”  “Traitor;”  being  found  correct, 
he  will  be  admitted  at  this  door.  He  then  proceeds  to  the  third  door,  and  gives  four 
^aps;  the  reply  will  be  one  rap.  The  name  of  the  Chief  Counsellor  of  the  Lodge  is 
,  then  announced  by  the  person  seeking  entrance,  and  also  the  third  door  pass,  which 
is  “  One,”  “  Two,”  “  Three,”  “  Beware  of  No.  13  ;”  being  particular  to  lay  considerable 
stress  upon  the  word  “of”  as  a  genuine  “  Know  Nothing3’  is  as  well  known  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  performs  the  ceremony,  as  by  the  ceremony  itself. 

Members  are  notified  to  attend  meetings,  by  a  slip  of  paper  containing  the  name 
and  situation  of  the  place  of  meeting,  written  backwards,  if  the  words  are  all  mono¬ 
syllables,  and  with  the  last  syllable  placed  first  when  the  word  is  of  more  than  one 
syllable,  viz : — Canirema  Llah,  (American  Hall.)  This  notice  is  never  sent  through  the 
Post  Office,  but  delivered  to  the  member  or  his  wife,  in  person.  On  occasions  when 
business  of  great  importance  is  to  be  transacted,  the  notice  also  contains  a  piece  of  white 
paper,  about  11  inch  square,  folded  diagonally. 

The  mode  of  giving  public  notice  of  a  meeting,  is  by  posting  on  the  corner,  on  a 
lamp  or  sign  post,  a  piece  of  white  paper  about  three  inches  square,  folded  diagonally 
and  opened  so  as  to  leave  the  creases.  To  prevent  imposition,  there  is  always  a  private 
mark  upon  it,  by  which  the  member  knows  whether  it  has  been  issued  by  the 
Order  or  not.  Any  member  of  the  Order  seeing  this,  makes  inquiry  of  some  member, 
by  asking  him  “Where  am  I  wanted?”  If  the  member  interrogated  knows,  he  tells, 
if  not,  they  both  go  in  search  of  some  one  who  knows  about  the  matter,  so  that  in  a  very 
short  time  all  the  members  find  out  what  is  the  object  of  the  posters. 


EXPOSURE  OF  THE  “KNOW  NOTHINGS.” 


(It  may  be  well  to  state  here,  that  there  Is  a  secret  society  in  the  West,  compose 
entirely  of  naturalized  citizens,  which  has  a  similar  mode  of  giving  public  notice  to  i(  ” 
members ;  but  the  posters  of  this  organization  are  of  a  different  form,  and  of  varioij 
colors.  This  ifociety  is  about  establishing  associations  in  the  principal  Atlantic  cities. 

The  sign  of  recognition  is  the  drawing  of  the  index  finger  of  the  left  hand  aero; 
the  forehead,  placing  the  thumb  in  the  palm  of  the  hand. 

The  grip  is  as  follows : 

“In  shaking  hands  you  take  the  hand  of  a  person  in  the  usual  manner,  and  prer  y 
the  end  of  the  middle  finger  on  the  side  of  the  knuckle  joint  of  the  little  finger.  Aftt  L* 
you  have  given  this  shake,  you  let  your  hand  fall  gently  by  your  side,  when  the  perso  f 
who  gave  the  grip  says  “  where  did  you  get  that.”  If  your  companion  is  a  Knoi 
Nothing  he  will  reply,  “  I  don’t  know,  do  you?”  If  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  Orde  1 
he  will  in  all  probability  when  you  ask'  the  question  say,  “  get  what.”  You  will  the:  S 
turn  it  off  by  refering  to  some  part  of  his  dress,  and  say,  “  that  coat,”  or  hat,  or  som  j 
like  article,  selecting  any  item  about  him  which  would  be  likely  to  attract  attention. 


.  I  j  '  1 

SECOND  DEGEEE. 


After  three  months’  trial,  if  everything  is  found  satisfactory,  the  first  degree  mem-  * 
her  is  proposed  for  introduction  into  the  second  degree.  If  elected  to  that  degree,  he  a 
is  conducted,  at  the  appointed  time,  to  the  place  selected  for  initiation.  Twelve  persons 
are  always  initiated  into  this  degree  at  the  same  time.  The  room  contains  a  table,  upon 
which  a  Bible,  and  a  dagger  stained  with  blood,  appear.  Twelve  Witnesses,  masked 
and  with  drawn  swords,  are  stationed  in  the  room.  After  undergoing  a  searching  ex¬ 
amination  from  the  “  Preparer,”  under  an  oath  administered  in  the  form  usual  in  courts 
of  justice,  (in  which  examination  each  candidate  finds  to  his  great  surprise  that  many 
of  his  most  private  actions  are  known  to  the  Order)  the  candidates  are  pledged  to  secrecy 
upon  the  Bible  and  dagger,  and  if  nothing  objectionable  has  been  elicited,  he  is  initiated 
at  the  following  meeting  of  the  Degree. 

On  being  conducted  into  the  second  degree  meeting,  the  candidates  advance  to  a 
pedestal  covered  with  black  cloth,  upon  which  is  placed  the  skull  used  in  the  first  de¬ 
gree,  and  the  dagger  seen  at  the  examination  appear.  Each  of  the  candidates  then  re¬ 
news  his  oath  of  secrecy,  with  certain  necessary  additions,  and  then  repeats  his  obli¬ 
gation,  viz : 

“  I, - ,  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear  before  Almighty  God  and  these  witnesses 

(the  dagger  and  skull,)  that  I  will  not,  under  any  circumstances,  divulge  or  make  known 
the  name  of  this  Order  or  its  objects,  to  any  person  or  persons  in  the  world,  unless  to 
those  whom  I  may  know  to  belong  to  this  Order,  in  good  regular  standing. 

“  And  I  furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I  will  not  in  any  manner,  imprint  or 
mark  any  secrets  of  this  Order  on  any  thing  movable  or  immovable,  on  the  earth  or  sea, 
whereby  said  secrets  or  any  part  thereof,  the  name  of  the  Order,  its  operations,  the 
names  of  its  officers,  or  the  names  of  its  members,  or  its  place  of  meeting  may  become 
known  to  those  who  have  not  received  the  first  and  second  Degrees  of  this  Order  in  due 
form ;  nor  will  I  cause  or  permit  the  same  to  be  done,  if  within  my  power  to  prevent 
the  same. 

“  And  I  furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I  will  always  conform  to  the  will  of 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  this  Order,  in  all  matters  dependant  upon  their  de- 


EXPOSURE  OF  THE  “  KNOW  NOTHINGS/7 


ision,  and  in  the  selection  of  candidates  to  fill  every  office  of  honor,  profit  or  trust,  within 
he  gift  of  the  people  I  will  vote  only  for  those  known  to  have  been  born  of  American 
arents,  on  American  soil,  and  educated  in  American  institutions,  and  I  will  use 
11  the  influence  I  may  possess  to  elect  all  such  candidates  whom  I  may  know  to  be  op- 
»osed  to  all  foreign  influence,  Popery  and  Jesuitism,  without  any  hesitation  on  my  part 
whatever.  And  I  furthermore  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  strictly  conform  to,  and 
bide  by,  the  oath  I  have  now  taken,  and  that  I  will  strict  obedience  pay  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution  and  Laws,  Rules,  Liturgy  and  Edicts  of  the  honorable  Grand  Lodge  of  this 

}rder,  of  the  State  of  - ,  and  to  the  By-Laws  of  - Lodge,  No.  — ,  to  which  I 

iow  belong,  or  to  those  of  any  other  Grand  or  Subordinate  Council  from  which  I  may 
lereafter  hail,  binding  myself  under  the  no  less  penalties  than  are  attached  or  belong 
;o  those  who  violate  the  oath  of  the  first  degree  of  this  Order.  All  the  foregoing  I 
voluntarily  and  freely  subscribe  to  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  so  may  I  be  judged 
by  God  and  man!” 

i 

i  ' 


This  candidate  is  also  led  off  to  the  Adviser,  and  afterwards  to  the  Promulgator. 

The  Adviser  delivers  a  brief  extemporaneous  address  to  the  candidates  on  their 
new  position,  their  duties,  and  obligations ;  and  on  the  requirements  of  the  Order. 

To  gain  entrance  to  a  Lodge  of  this  degree,  the  procedure  is  the  same  as  in  the  first 
degree,  with  the  exception,  that  six  knocks  must  be  given  at  the  second  door  with  the 
word  “ freedom  ”  reversed,  and  the  word  u  freedom”  direct  at  the  third  door. 


EXPOSURE  OF  THE  “KNOW  NOTHINGS.” 


1 


The  sign  of  recognition  among  the  members  of  this  degree,  is  the  placing  of  th 
end  of  the  thumb  against  the  lower  part  of  the  ear. 

The  grip  in  this  degree  is  the  same  as  in  the  first.  The  utterance  of  the  wort 
“  thirty-two  ”  revealing  the  degree  position,  by  one  of  the  parties  shaking  hands,  whicl 
is  answered  by  the  words  “I  am  one,”  if  the  second  person  is  a  member  of  the  degree 


THIRD  DEGREE. 


The  candidates  for  the  Third  Degree,  are  initiated  into  the  Degree  with  much  ot 
the  same  preliminaries  as  mark  their  initiation  into  the  Second;  but  when  they  ap¬ 
proach  the  pedestal  upon  which  the  dagger  and  skull  appear,  they  form  a  circle  around  J 
it,  and  kneel ;  a  flag  is  then  spread  before  them,  each  takes  hold  of  the  flag  with  his  | 
right  hand,  and  holds  the  left  vertically,  and  repeats  the  following  oath : 

“  I, - ,  kneeling  before  G-od,  my  maker,  my  left  hand  upraised  toward  heaven, 

my  right  hand  grasping  the  flag  of  my  native  land,  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  do 
solemnly  and  sincerely  promise,  declare  and  swear  that  I  will  never  communicate  any 
of  the  secrets  of  this  Degree  to  any  person  or  persons  in  the  world,  except  within  the 
body  of  a  legally  organized  Lodge  of  this  Order,  or  to  a  known  brother  of  this  Degree, 
and  not  unto  them  until  I  am  well  assured  that  they  are  just  and  upright  brethren  who  , 
are  legally  entitled  to  receive  the  same.  I  also  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  due 

obedience  pay  to  the  Constitution,  Laws  and  Edicts  of  the  honorable  Grand  Lodge  of  1 

the  State  of - ,  and  to  the  laws  which  govern  Lodge  No.  — ,  so  far  as  they  may 

come  to  my  knowledge. 

“  I  also  promise  and  swear  that  whenever  I  may  vote  at  any  election,  that  vote 
shall  in  all  cases  be  given  for  native  born  American  citizens  only,  and  that  I  will'  ever 
seek  the  political  advancement  of  those  men  who  are  good  and  true  members  of  this 
Order. 

“  I  also  promise  and  swear  that  this  and  all  other  obligations  which  I  have  pre¬ 
viously  taken  in  this  Order  shall  be  kept  through  life  sacred  and  inviolate.  I  also 

promise  and  swear  that  whenever  I  may  hear  the  sign  or  see  the  signal  of  distress  given 
by  any  brother  of  this  Order,  I  will  hasten  at  once  to  his  immediate  relief  at  the  peril  of 
my  own  life. 

“  I  also  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  ever  contribute  my  means  in  such  sums  as 
I  can  spare  without  personal  inconvenience,  to  the  advancement  of  our  views  and  to  the 
extension  of  American  principles  through  the  medium  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State  of - . 

“  I  also  promise  and  swear  that  I  will  never  permit  a  spurious  or  clandestine  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  Order  to  participate  in  any  of  the  benefits  or  advantages  thereof,  and  that  I 
will  never  encourage,  countenance,  uphold,  recognize  or  support  a  spurious  or  clandestine 
Lodge  of  this  Order. 

“To  all  these  and  those  I  do  most  solemnly  promise,  declare  and  swear,  binding 
myself  under  no  less  a  penalty  than  that  of  having  my  grave  trampled  on  by  foreigners, 
and  to  have  my  memory  cursed  by  my  children,  and  my  children’s  children,  as  a 
traitor  to  their  welfare,  to  my  country  and  to  my  God.  So  help  me  God  and  witness 
my  obligation.” 


EXPOSURE  OF  THE  «  KNOW  NOTHINGS  " 


The  Adviser  then  addresses  the  newly  initiated  brethren  in  this  degree  as  fol- 
3ws : 

u  My  Brothers:  The  different  obligations  you  have  taken  in  this  Order  through  its 
ifferent  degrees,  must  have  convinced  you  that  all  who  claim  to  be  American  citizens 
iave  certain  important  duties  to  perform  towards  themselves  and  to  society  at  large, 
fhich  duties  can,  in  no  instance,  be  set  aside  or  annulled  without  a  palpable  violation 
f  the  dearest  rights  and  privileges  which,  as  an  admirer  of  republican  freedom,  each 
nd  every  member  of  our  organization  would  wish  to  enjoy. 

“  The  peculiar  formation  of  our  Order  is  such,  and  its  designs  so  accord  with  the 
fishes  of  its  members,  that  by  a  system  of  concerted  action  on  the  part  of  our  brother  - 
lood,  we  can  bring  about  a  seines  of  'practical  results  in  our  Governmental  policy  that 
vould  in  any  other  light  be  deemed  wholly  impracticable.  Singly  and  alone  it  is  in 
rain  to  contend  against  the  hydra-headed  monsters  Foreignism  and  Jesuitism,  but 
jnited  in  one  common  cause,  determined  to  secure  the  liberties  of  our  native  land  at  all 
hazards,  or  perish  in  the  attempt,  we  cannot  fail  of  success.  Our  cause  is  a  righteous 
‘me,  the  motives  which  actuate  us  are  of  no  ordinary  character,  and  we  trust  that  no- 
brother  among  us  will  ever  be  found  absent  from  his  post  in  the  hour  of  danger/' 

The  Promulgator  then  proceeds  with  his  instructions  : 

To  gain  entrance  to  a  Lodge  of  this  degree,  two  raps  must  be  given  at  the  outside 
door.  The  guard  then  asks  immediately,  who  are  you  ?  the  answer  is,  u  an  alien." 
One  rap  is  then  given  by  the  person  seeking  entrance,  and  he  then  gives  the  word 
lu  Washington."  He  then  passes  through  the  first  door.  At  the  second,  he  gives  three 
gaps,  which,  when  answered,  is  followed  by  the  word  11  beware/’  At  the  third  door  he 
also  gives  three  raps ;  the  pass  at  this  point  is  u  of  foreign  influence."  On  entering  the 
Lodge  he  walks  around  the  room  in  view  of  all  present,  and  then  says  aloud  my  name 
is - .  (Giving  his  name.) 

The  grip  differs  from  that  of  the  first  degree,  in  placing  the  middle  finger  upon  the 
knuckle  joint  of  the  second  finger. 

The  notification  of  distress  used  among  the  members  of  this  degree,  is  the  word 
■l  erneetha." 

This  degree  is  the  most  important  department  of  the  Order.  Here  all  of  its  plans 
originate,  and  here  the  first  steps  are  taken  in  every  movement, 
this  degree  govern  the  entire  organization. 


The  laws  enacted  by 


1 


EXPOSURE  OF  THE  “KNOW  NOTHINGS.” 


FOURTH  DEGREE. 


This  degree  is  a  supervisional  and  advisory  body.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  mat¬ 
ters  outside  of  the  Order.  It  watches  the  action  of  the  subordinate  Lodges,  and  of  the 
officers  of  those  Lodges ;  and  it  passes  opinion  upon  the  measures  of  the  third  degree. 
Its  condemnation  of  a  measure  renders  a  reconsideration  necessary  on  the  part  of  the 
third  degree.  With  the  working  of  this  degree,  candor  compels  me  to  say  that  I  am 
not  much  conversant.  The  obligation  taken  is  a  simple  oath,  while  kneeling,  to  be 
faithful  and  diligent.  The  grips,  signs,  pass-words,  &c.,  are  ‘changed  every  two  months. 
How  it  is  that  confusion  does  not  result  from  this  arrangement,  or  how  members  from 
distant  places  obtain  entrance  under  such  circumstances,  I  could  never  understand. 
The  last  grip,  &c.,  of  this  Degree  with  which  I  am  acquainted  would  be  of  little  use  at 
the  present  time.  The  passes,  grips,  &c.,  in  the  other  Degrees  will  not  and  cannot  be 
changed  until  March,  1855. 
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